Lesson Plan

Title: Assessment Introduction
Detail: Introductory workshop for new teaching staff on principle of assessment

Length: 90 minutes

	Timing
	Subject / heading
	Activity / notes
	Resources

	0.00 – 0.10
	Ice –breaker
	Get participants to mark the maths problem. 

1.Discuss marking process vs product.

2. How will the student experience this?

3. how will this affect feedback?

4. How fair is this?

5. Do you always make the assessment criteria clear up front?
	Slide 2

	0.10 – 0.20
	Assessment concerns
	Talk about the valid/reliable distinction. Why are these important. What might introduce bias etc. 

What can affect reproducibility? Discuss students; how cohorts vary; is marking reliable and consistent? How do markers determine a grade? Is it subjective?

Is an assessment consistent within a discipline etc? What is the actual purpose of the assessment?
	Slide 3 – 5

	0.20 – 0.40
	Why assess?
	Discuss reasons for assessment. Find examples from participants’ experience. Introduce idea of sustainable assessment and implication of involving students in assessment.

When do you plan assessment? (Most staff at this stage will not be involved in this process). Use Learning outcomes they have brought in for the next activity)

Activity: 

Step 1: In pairs look at the learning outcomes for your module. Explain exactly what these mean and how a student can demonstrate achievement of these outcomes. Eg how would a student prove achievement of ‘an understanding of basic concepts’?

Step 2: compare your understanding of the learning outcomes with the assessment criteria for an assessment in this module. Are they clearly aligned? Could they be more clear for students? How would you teach the elements of the assessment to improve achievement of learning outcomes
	Slide 6 – 7

Use learning outcomes and assessment criteria from a module – either brought in by participants or examples you have selected.

	0.40 – 0.55
	What is being assessed?


	Using information from the activity, decide if content, generic skills or subject specific skills are being assessed. What should be assessed over the course of the module/programme? How will assessment regimes affect the learning or approach to tasks? Introduce/discuss deep/surface learning.

How do you engage students with the task? Looking at feedback to improve performance.
	Slide 8 

	0.55 – 0.70
	Assessment and feedback
	Who assesses work? What’s wrong (or right) about staff controlling assessment?

Look at the three forms of assessment (broad categories of all forms of assessment).

How do these impact on motivation and engagement.

What forms of feedback are given? How would you experience these? Try to elicit examples etc from the group.
	Slide 9 

	0.70 – 0.85
	Assessment workload
	Consider who has issues with assessment workload. What are the deadlines given to students? Are these staggered at all?

How can you minimise/control your marking load?

Share tips in pairs/group. (brainstorm to a list that participants can take away).
	Slide 10

	0.85 – 0.90
	End
	Time for questions / conclusion of workshop
	


