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A number of studies suggest that inconsistency among teaching staff in relation to referencing practice is confusing for students (in particular see Pennycook, 1996 and Angélil-Carter, 2000). What might be acceptable referencing practice to one lecturer may not be for another, which can leave students in a state of uncertainty about what is expected of them.

It can be helpful, therefore, for teaching and learning development staff in any faculty to periodically and collectively review their knowledge of referencing and their expectations of referencing practice by students.

The aim of this questionnaire is to encourage discussion among academic colleagues on this important but often sidelined topic.

Why reference?

If a student asked you ‘why do we have to reference sources?’ what would you say?  List reasons to justify the practice of referencing.

	


Referencing Style
Are you clear about which referencing style(s) are adopted by the faculty?  Broadly, there are two main styles, but with sub-style variations on the basic idea, as summarized below. Tick which style or styles are currently used.

	In-text name referencing styles
	In-text numerical referencing styles

	Harvard

APA

MLA


	British Standard Running-notes (i.e. footnote style) 

OSCOLA (Legal)

MHRA (variation on Running-notes style)

British Standard Numeric (i.e. bracketed number style)

Vancouver (variation on bracketed number style)
IEEE (variation on  bracketed number style)



What are the advantages and disadvantages of the referencing style(s) adopted by the faculty?
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	


Problems with referencing

What are the main issues or problems that students encounter with referencing generally, and/or in particular with the style adopted by the faculty?

Student issues or problems with referencing:

	Generally
	With adopted referencing style

	
	


When to reference
Answer the following questions about referencing practice in your faculty and compare your responses with others around you.  Tick whether or not referencing is necessary in the following situations in academic writing.
	Situation
	Yes
	No

	1. When quoting directly from a source


	
	

	2. To give the source of any statistics or other data


	
	

	3. When summarizing what has happened over a period of time, and where there is general agreement by commentators on cause and effect

	
	

	4. When using definitions integral to the topic

	
	

	5. When summarizing or paraphrasing what is found on a website, and when no writer, editor or author name is shown


	
	

	6. When summarizing or paraphrasing what a particular writer or commentator has said on a topic


	
	

	7. When summarizing, e.g. in a concluding section or paragraph, what has been discussed and referenced earlier in the text by the writer

	
	

	8. To show the source of photographs freely available on the Internet and where no named photographer is mentioned


	
	

	9. When emphasizing an idea you read and that you feel makes an important contribution to the points made in your text

	
	

	10. When stating freely available and undisputed facts in the public domain about or relevant to a topic


	
	










     (from Neville 2007)



Are there other occasions in academic writing when referencing is/is not necessary?

	Referencing is necessary when:


	Referencing is not necessary when:

	
	


Referencing and plagiarism
Concern about plagiarism has led to more attention being focused on the importance of careful referencing practice.
But this is not without its critics. For example, Angélil-Carter (2000) refers to tutors who regard an over-emphasis on referencing by colleagues, as ‘a fetish which is engaged in to substitute thinking’ (p.130). 
And Peter Levin feels that requiring students to cite every source they have drawn on is akin to, “insisting they learn to dance with their shoes tied together” (2003 p.7). He argues:

It’s high time that academics and administrators recognised that some unconscious plagiarism in students’ work is inevitable and perfectly reasonable (p.9). 
Levin’s point is that students can get bogged down by the responsibility of tracing sources to back-up their assertions, to the detriment of their ability to write independently. Subsequently they do not progress beyond the “stages of selecting/copying and translating” in their assignments (p.7).
It can be argued that all imitative learning is plagiarism. 
We use ideas from other people all the time, weave them into our working and academic lives, gradually taking ownership of them until we eventually forget who influenced us in the first place; referencing becomes difficult, if not impossible, in some situations (see Angélil-Carter 2000; Pennycook 1996; Lensmire and Beals 1994)

How do you feel about the points made by Angélil-Carter, Levin and others?
Use the space on page 7 for your notes, and please discuss the issues raised with colleagues around you.
Notes
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