

 		

		Farmers Communication Exercise – tutor brief
This is an exercise in effective communication (particularly listening) and organisation skills.  Participants are given partial information and must communicate with the group to find a solution to a problem.  
The class needs to be divided into small groups of four, five or six members.  There are card packs for each size.  The exercise will take about 40 minutes.  
Explain to the class that this is an exercise requiring effective communication.  All the information they need, including the task is contained within the exercise.  You will not provide further information except to let the class know how much time they have left.  Let the class know that you will be monitoring the groups to ensure that they comply with the constraints of the exercise.  
Each member of the group is given a card with some information on it. Each card has different information, and the group member must not show anybody else their card. Without writing anything down, the group must work out what to do by collaborating as a whole.
You will need to take an active role to ensure that no one writes down information or shows their cards to anyone else.  It is probably a good idea to let the class know when they have reached the half way point and when they have only five minutes left.
If a group believes that they have got the answer, get someone to write this down and pass it to you.  Explain that the task will continue until the time runs out and they are free to chat but to keep it quiet whilst the others are still working.  Take other answers in the same way. 
Once the time is up, get the first successful team to tell the rest of the class the correct answer.  Ask them how they worked it out and organised themselves.   How did they share their information?  Ask the rest of the group what they thought about how they worked together, did they listen to each other?  What might they do differently next time?       
FARMERS SOLUTION

	SKINNER
	BROWN
	JONES
	HARRIS
	CLARK

	BUNGALOW
	RED BRICK
	LOG CABIN
	COTTAGE
	RANCH HOUSE

	TRUCK
	SPORTS CAR
	MOTOR CYCLE
	SALOON CAR
	HATCHBACK

	ALMONDS
	PLUMS
	CHERRIES
	PEARS
	APPLES

	PIGEONS
	CATS
	DOGS
	MICE
	RABBITS



Each team has to answer the questions:
Who grows apples and who drives a truck?


This work was created by Mark Dawson from the Learnhigher CETL at the University of Bradford.
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